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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
I promise that this will be as short a newsletter as I can possibly make it. Can I just say that you are all 
doing a fabulous job with your homeschooling. I know it is very difficult for some of you trying to work 
from home whilst making sure your children are on task with their school learning or that some of you 
are having to deal with a number of children all at different levels in their learning.  Please don't despair 
as you are doing a great job. It is also very important that you find a little bit of ‘me’ time.  I'm sure you 
also need a break to recharge your batteries ready for whatever the following day throws at you. 
 
Return to school 
At the moment school is due to return after the February half term holiday on 
Monday 22nd February. However, I know that the government is going to review 
this return date during the middle of February so there is potential that this may be 
extended. Please be aware and make contingency plans if possible. 
 
School is going well for the key worker children that are in and I am monitoring very carefully what is 
happening in the Google classroom. Staff are following up on children who are not active online with 
their home learning or are very sporadic in their approach to their classroom learning. Please make sure 
that you have organised a work timetable for your child. Make sure that there are adequate rest breaks 
in between work and that there is the opportunity for some exercise outside or within your house. This is 
really important for your child's physical and mental development. 
 
Inset Days (Teacher Training Days) 
Last week I informed you that we cancelled our Inset day, (which was actually going to be today, 15th 
Jan).  We were also due to have another Inset day on Friday 26th February, (just after half term), which 
we normally used for parent / teacher meetings. We have also decided to cancel this Inset day as well. 
If schools reopen we want to get the children back into routine as fast as possible. If school remains 
closed then we want to make sure that the children are focused on their online work. 
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Parent support 
Yesterday you would have received a letter from school outlining 
some support organisations for parents. Please do make use of 
these but if you do have other concerns we do have a range of 

contacts and can signpost you to relevant organisations that may be able to help 
you. These include things  such as money worries, health queries,  support for 
home learning etc.  If you are in need please don't hesitate to pick up the phone 
during working  hours and let us know and we will do our best to help you.  
 
 
 
Here are some other resources to support you at home - Click on the links below 
 
7 Top tips to support reading at home 
7 Top tips to support reading at home Key Stage 2 
Read with TRUST 
Read with trust  - comic version 
Helping at home with TRUST 
Supporting home learning routines 
Supporting daily routines during school closures 
 
 
Loan of school computers 
We were given 22 new chromebooks by the Government to support home 
learning. There were very strict guidelines on which children / families 
should be given one. We have allocated all of these new computers to 
some families but we have also had a number of parents asking if they can 
borrow one as well. Unfortunately we don’t have any other spares at the 
moment. 
 
However, I am trying to support our pupils on a couple of different fronts:- 

1) The school has access to buy some new Chromebooks from a Government supplier at a very 
cheap rate. I have asked and am waiting for a reply to see that if the school purchases these am 
I allowed to sell on to parents. If I can I will organise this. The new chromebooks are about £140 
each plus VAT. - Watch this space for further news. 

2) We do have some very old Toshiba tablets that we used to use in school. I am trying to see 
which ones work and whether they can still be used by the children at home. Hopefully I will have 
a more definite answer early next week and if we can get them working I am happy to loan them 
out to our families. 
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https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/7_Top_Tips_to_Support_Reading_at_Home.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/7_top_tips_to_support_reading_at_home_%E2%80%93_for_Key_Stage_2.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Read_with_TRUST_infographic.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Reading_with_TRUST_comic.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_parents/Talk_with_TRUST_comic.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_parents/Supporting_home_learning_routines_-_Planning_the_day.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/videos/EEF_Supporting_daily_routines_during_school_closures.mp4


 
 
If you are using the internet just through your phone's hotspot and you are using up your 
data very quickly please let us know. Some of the phone companies are offering increased 
data for free while the school lockdown continues. 

 
Donations 
If any parents that have old unused laptop / tablets at home and would be willing to donate these to the 
school we can then hand these out to our families who are in desperate need of new IT. They don’t have 

to be in wonderful condition - as long as they work and can 
connect to the internet. Please call the school or email on 
office@kpjs.harrow.sch.uk if you have any devices to donate. 
 
You can also help the school raise extra money especially if you 
are shopping online for FREE. It doesn’t cost you a penny more 
and large retailers will give the school a very small percentage of 
your actual spend with them. You do NOT pay anything more 
than you would usually do. Some parents / staff have raised over 
£300 just by doing this. I could buy an extra 2 chromebooks for 

this to lend out to our pupils during lockdown. Please visit our easy fundraising page - 
 
Since our fundraising events are on hold, this is a great opportunity to keep raising much needed funds 
for the school. When you shop online, with over 4,100 of your favourite retailers, including John Lewis & 
Partners, Amazon, eBay, notonthehighstreet, you will raise FREE donations for Kenmore Park Junior 
School - Kenton.  
 
If you’re not already signed up, it only takes a few minutes, then you can begin using the easyfundraising 
website or app straightaway - simply shop online as normal. This will be an enormous help to the school, 
at no extra cost to yourself.  
 
Visit our easyfundraising page to get started: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kpjs/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=s-e2 
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These are some biscuits that the Key worker children made yesterday. Why not try these at 
home. 
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